               GUESTS IN THE FIRST LADY'S BOX FOR THE STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 2003
	    xxx

not a seat

    xxx
	Kristen Pappano (working family tax cut)


	Joseph Pappano (working family tax cut)
	Doro Koch


	Seat left open


	Richard Phillip Beck

(Retired Couple)
	Georgia Louise Beck (Retired Couple)


	Marine Corps Corporal Michael Vera

 ( Stair Step)
	Greg Hantak (small businessman)

(Stair Step)
	Margaret Bush



	Dr. Kurt Kooyer

(Pediatrician)


	Army Master Sergeant Juan Carlos Morales


	Mildred Beemer (Medicare plus choice)


	James Beemer (Medicare plus choice)


	Henry Lozano (Teen Challenge –

Addiction)


	Dr. Denise Baker 

(OB-Gyn)
	Mayor Anthony Williams
	USSS

(Stair Step)
	USSS

(Stair Step)
	Karen Hughes

	David McCullough

(Author)
	Mrs. Cheney
	Sister Maria Fest (Catholic Nuns in Service)
	Guest to be named later
	Mrs. Bush
	Air Force Reservist Maureen Allen
	Tanja Myles

(Healing Place Church –

 Addiction)

	Lenny Compton (Mentor)

(Stair Step)
	John Cochran (small businessman)

(Stair Step)
	David Hobbs


GUESTS IN THE FIRST LADY'S BOX FOR THE STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 2003                       
29 Seats Total

Total: 21 Seats, 6 Step Seats, 2 Seats for Secret Service

1) Mrs. Bush 
2) Mrs. Richard B. Cheney 
3) Henry Lozano

Teen Challenge California 

Los Angeles, California 

Henry Lozano is affiliated with Teen Challenge in California, where he served as Director from 1974 to 1985.  He also runs a group called, Californians for Drug-Free Youth.  He has both Hispanic and Native American heritage and is a 1974 graduate of Teen Challenge.

Founded in 1958 in the streets of New York by Reverend David Wilkerson Teen Challenge has been told in a book titled, The Cross and the Switchblade.
A global ministry with more than 150 centers in the United States and 250 centers world-wide, Teen Challenge helps inform children on the dangers of drugs.  Teen Challenge also reaches out to people in juvenile halls, jails, and prisons. 
Many centers offer a one-year residential program for adults designed to help young men and women learn how to live drug-free. 

4)  Tanja Myles 
Healing Place Church 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Tanja is the founder of the “Set Free Indeed Program” of the Healing Place Church.  Tanja’s 

personal story involves a journey from crack addiction 17 years ago.  A year and half ago, together with her husband, she began meeting with people with drug/alcohol/addiction problems on Friday nights at her church.  The meetings with five people have grown to more than 150 who come to eat and talk with Tanja and her husband each Friday.  Tanja and her husband (who is now an ordained minister) own a plumbing business, and offer this program as a labor of love.  The name of her program, “Set Free Indeed,” is from John 8, where Jesus said, “Whom the Son has set free, he is free indeed.”  

5)  Sister Maria Fest 

Catholic Nuns in Service

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Sister Maria is the founder and director of a family support services center at the Sisters of Divine Providence.  The program she runs offers intervention and counseling to families suffering from domestic abuse, experiencing illness, or participating in the welfare system.

6) Lenwood “Lenny” Compton 
Mentor

Detroit, Michigan
Born and raised in Pontiac, Michigan, Lenny, age 22, graduated from Pontiac Central High School and is a senior at Oakland University majoring in education.  Lenny hopes to teach math to middle school students.  A full time college student, Lenny is completing his second year as a member of AmeriCorps, serving approximately 15 hours each week with the AmeriCorps Oakland program. As part of his service, Lenny works at a local Pontiac elementary school tutoring students in grades 1-3 in reading and writing.  He also works at PATH (Pontiac Area Transitional Housing), providing academic help to children in their after school program.  

For the past four years, Lenny has been an active volunteer with MALD (Michigan Association for Leadership Development), a program that provides positive role models and mentors for young African-American men ages 10-16.   Since volunteering with this program, Lenny has adopted two young men as little brothers, checking in with them daily, bringing them to church with him on Sundays, and taking them to sporting events and other fun activities.  

7) Seat left empty – Symbolizes the empty place many Americans will always have at their tables and in their lives because of the attacks on September 11th, 2001.  
8)  Dr. Kurt Kooyer [COY-yer] 

Pediatrician

West Fargo, North Dakota 

Dr. Kooyer, 39, relocated his practice from the Mississippi Delta area (near Natchez) to West Fargo, North Dakota, because of rising liability costs in Mississippi.  He is a pediatrician involved in the Cary Christian Center, which provides health care to underprivileged families and tutelage to home-visiting health care professionals.  Other doctors from his region are relocating to Vidalia, Louisiana, because of liability concerns.

9&10) James “Jim” Beemer and Mrs. Mildred Beemer

Medicare plus choice

Peoria, Illinois

When Mr. Beemer retired in 1988, his State Farm premium was approximately $1,500 per

year.  When this increased to approximately $5,000 per year for the couple, they enrolled in OSF Care Advantage on June 19, 2000.  OSF Care Advantage provided a list of network physicians, specialists, and ancillary providers, and from it the Beemers were able to select a long-time family doctor as a primary care physician, as well as a cardiologist (Mr. Beemer has a history of heart disease).  

In 2001, Mr. Beemer had a heart attack.  He was very impressed with the care of his primary care physician and the nurses and credits them for his being alive today.  

Mr. and Mrs. Beemer serve on the Consumer Advisory Committee which holds service management and quality management meetings evaluating service standards, outcomes of quality and disease management programs, and the effectiveness of health plans.

11) Dr. Denise Baker 

Obstetrician/Gynecologist (Private Practice)

Bradenton, Florida

An OB/GYN, Dr. Baker stopped delivering babies last September because her medical liability insurance costs were exceeding her annual salary.  For many of her patients who were expecting babies, this decision was devastating and forced them to complete their pregnancies with another doctor.  She also had to release several of her employees due to budget concerns and escalating costs.  She is concerned about the lack of access to care and how this crisis is affecting her specialty.  

12) John Cochran 
Co-Owner, JS logistics

St. Louis, Missouri

John Cochran and his wife, Anne, are St. Louis natives who met while attending Maryville University, where he was a varsity soccer player, and she was a cheerleader.  They have two children:  Taylor, 11; and Alec, 9.   Like many small businesses that are so-called S-corporations, the owner of the company, John Cochran, includes his company’s profits in his individual tax returns. Because most small businesses do not have access to outside sources of equity funding, they typically use their companies’ profits to fund growth, including hiring new employees, upgrading technology, or purchasing additional manufacturing equipment.

13)  Greg Hantak  

Co-Owner, JS logistics 

St. Louis, Missouri

Greg and his wife, Gayle, are also St. Louis natives.  They met through their mutual accountant more than 15 years ago and now have four children:  Samantha, 10; Madeline, 8; Gabrielle, 7; and Jack, 5.  

Greg is a co-owner of JS logistics and similarly includes his company’s profits in his individual tax returns. 

14) David Hobbs, Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs

15) HOLD

16) Air Force Reservist Captain Maureen A. Allen 

Montgomery, Alabama

A registered nurse from Montgomery Alabama assigned to the 908th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron, Captain Allen served as the senior medical member of a three-member aeromedical evacuation flight crew, transporting combat and non-combat casualties resulting from operations conducted in Afghanistan.  She is a qualified Flight Nurse Examiner with over 500 flying hours aboard C-130 “Hercules” aircraft.

Capt. Allen treated patients from combat zone field medical stations and expeditionary medical elements.  Patients under her lifesaving care included U.S. combat troops, Special Operations Forces, coalition and friendly forces, as well as others such as civilian casualties and enemy prisoners of war.  While staged in her deployed location, living in tented facilities, Capt. Allen endured long crew duty days and occasionally hostile conditions.  She and her crew frequently relocated to multiple aeromedical mission staging locations, with little notice, to provide urgently needed medical care for combat operations against Taliban, Al Queda, and other terrorist organization forces.  Deploying to Karshi-Khanabad, Uzbekistan in June 2002, Captain Allen served in the combat theater until her redeployment on September 18, 2002, returning home on September 21, 2002.

17)  Army Master Sergeant Juan Carlos Morales 

Holley, New York 

Master Sergeant Juan Carlos Morales is a U.S. Army Reservist with the 401 Civil Affairs Battalion (U.S. Army Reserve) of Webster, N.Y.  His military occupational specialty is civil affairs specialist (38-A-5X).  In his civilian life, he works with the New York State Corrections Unit in Albion, N.Y.  He deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom on January 20, 2002, and returned from Afghanistan on December 11, 2002.  He worked there as a civil affairs team member and as an acting sergeant major for 11 months, spending nearly five months at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan, and then over six months in Kabul, Afghanistan.  His mission was as part of a Coalition Humanitarian Liaison Cell -- an experienced team of six soldiers -- to address the humanitarian needs of the Afghan people with school repairs, medical clinics, and clean wells.  His team worked in tandem with Army engineers to rebuild a school on Bagram Air Base.  He also worked with local Afghan leaders, doctors, and nongovernmental agencies to make school repairs and build other needed facilities using contracts with local labor and Afghan businesses to help their economy.  He and his team were part of the local community, working to help solve their needs.  During his deployment, his team worked on 55 construction and repair projects for civil affairs, engineering, and military support.

18)  Marine Corps Corporal Michael Vera 

Jersey City, New Jersey 

Corporal Michael Vera enlisted into the Marine Corps on July 7, 1998, and graduated from Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, South Carolina in September 1998.  After attending Basic Training, he transferred to the School of Infantry at Camp Geiger, North Carolina for Marine Combat Training (MCT), and attended the Administrative Clerk Course at Marine Corps Service Support Schools, Camp Johnson, North Carolina.  Upon graduation of the Administrative Clerk Course in January 1999, he was assigned to Marine Wing Headquarters Squadron 1, Okinawa, Japan.  

He transferred to Marine Corps Headquarters at the Pentagon in Washington, DC, in February 2000 and was assigned to the Deputy Commandant for Aviation.

On September 11, 2001, Corporal Vera was less than 20 yards from the impact of the hijacked plane that slammed into the Pentagon, killing 188 people.  As the building burned, Corporal Vera and a fellow Marine ran back into the building 14 times and were responsible for rescuing a number of injured personnel from the wreckage.  He was awarded the Navy-Marine Corps Medal for heroism following the Pentagon attack.

Corporal Vera works in the Office of the Commandant as a Personal Secretary.  Corporal Vera’s personal decorations also include the Navy Commendation Medal and the Good Conduct Medal.

19)  Doro Koch, Sister of President George W. Bush 

20)  Margaret Bush, Sister-in-Law of President and Mrs. George W. Bush  

21)  Karen Hughes, Guest of Mrs. Bush 

22)  David McCullough 

2002 Pulitizer Prize Author

West Tisbury, Massachusetts

David McCullough, author of John Adams, has been praised for his “exceptional narrative sweep, his  scholarship and insight into American life.”  

Mr. McCullough is twice winner of the National Book Award, twice winner of the prestigious Frances Parkman Prize, winner of the Charles Frankel Prize from the National Endowment for the Humanities, winner of the Los Angeles Times Biography Prize, winner of the Harry S. Truman Award for Service, an Emmy Award winner for his work in public television, and winner of the 2002 Pulitzer Prize for Truman.  

Throughout his career, Mr. McCullough has been an editor, essayist, teacher, lecturer, and familiar presence on public television – as host of Smithsonian World, The American Experience, and narrator of numerous documentaries including The Civil War and Napoleon. He is past president of the Society of American Historians and was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.  Mr. McCullough participated in the White House Lecture Series and has spoken before a joint session of Congress.

Born in Pittsburgh in 1933, Mr. McCullough was educated there and at Yale, where he graduated with honors in English literature.  An avid reader, traveler, and landscape painter, he lives in West Tisbury, Massachusetts with his wife Rosalee Barnes McCullough. They have five children and fifteen grandchildren.

23&24) Joseph Pappano [pah-PAN-oh] and Mrs. Kristen Pappano 
  Sterling, Virginia
The Pappano’s have two young children, a 7-year old daughter, Madison, and a 5-year old son, Mitchell.  Joseph works for Hewlett-Packard repairing computers on site at AOL, earning $41,000 annually.  Kristen works part-time cleaning model homes, earning approximately $18,000.  The Pappanos live in Sterling, Virginia.  The President’s Growth Package would benefit the Pappanos primarily through the child credit.  In addition, the advancement of the tax rate reductions and the marriage penalty relief provisions will benefit this couple.

25&26) Richard “Bud” Phillip Beck and Georgia Louise Beck 

  Retired Couple

        Colorado Springs, Colorado

Under the President’s Growth and Jobs Package, the Beck’s would reduce their tax bill by about 7 percent.  The tax savings would result from an acceleration in reducing tax rates, marriage penalty relief, and elimination of the double taxation on stock dividends. 

The Becks have retirement income of $52,000 of which 75 percent is taxable (25 percent Social Security).  They paid $5,786 in taxes in 2001.  The President’s Growth and Jobs Package would save them $418.50.  Of this, the increase in the standard deduction for joint filers in marriage penalty relief would be $232.50, the increase in the width of the 10 percent rate would be $100, and the dividend exclusion would give the Beck’s an additional $86.

Mr. Beck retired from the Navy after 24 years in service and was honorably discharged as a chief petty officer.  Following his career in the Navy, Richard Beck returned to Colorado where he worked as a city bus driver for the Regional Transportation District in Denver for 18 years.

Mrs. Georgia Louise Beck, a widow, married Mr. Beck in 1986.  Her former husband was also in the Navy. They both reside in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

